
Supporting English Language 
Learners in the Classroom



Imagine life as an English Learner...

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DD6HUv2eFdLg&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1658956741440530&usg=AOvVaw2XCQKrdmWIGTwg4olzEdHO


Facts About English Learners

English Learners compose one 
of the fastest  student 
populations in the country.

BUT DID YOU KNOW: By the year 
2025, nearly one out of every four 
public school students will be an 
English Learner. Since 1968, all 
public schools are required to offer 
English Learners an appropriate 
level of education. 



Facts About English Learners

ALL students have the same natural 
ability to acquire language skills, 
unless diagnosed with a language 
disorder.

BUT DID YOU KNOW: Depending on 
culture and parental literacy, English 
Learners can face a number of challenges 
with regard to oral English language 
development, including limited exposure 
to spoken English in the home.  



Facts About English Learners

Not all English Learners are 
immigrants.

BUT DID YOU KNOW: More than 
half of English learners were born in 
this country. Second generation 
students constitute 23% of the 
nation’s children and 75% of 
elementary age English Learners. 



Facts About English Learners

Being bilingual promotes all 
areas of cognitive functioning!

BUT DID YOU KNOW: The bilingual 
brain is used to handling two 
languages at the same time, which 
aids in developing functional skills 
such as self-control, switching 
attention, and working memory.



Understand the WIDA English Language 
Development Standards Framework



Cummins’ Iceberg Theory of Language Acquisition

*Current research says academic language takes 5-7 and as many as 10 years 
to develop!

Written communication is frequently a better 
measure of Cognitive Academic Language 
Proficiency

○ Writing exposes student knowledge of 
language that is often masked by oral 
usage.

○ ‘Didja’ instead of  ‘Did you’
○ ‘Coulduv’ instead of ‘Could have’

○ Both native speakers and English Learners 
commonly use the informal register in 
interpersonal communication. However, 
native speakers have a more developed 
formal register for academic tasks and 
have been taught the preference for its use 
in classroom work.



Social Language (BICS) vs. Academic Language (CALP)

Academic Language features:
● Used in Educational Settings, 

Textbooks, & High Stakes 
Testing

● Sentences
● Specialized Vocabulary
● Complex Grammar
● Lectures & Textbooks
● Limited Feedback
● No Visual Cues
● Formal Register

Social Language features:
● Used with Peers on the 

Playground, in the Cafeteria, 
& on the Bus

● Words & Phrases
● Everyday Vocabulary
● Simple Grammar
● Face to Face Interaction
● Immediate Feedback
● Facial Expressions & 

Gestures
● Informal Register



Potential Challenges Faced by English Learners

● No one to help at home with homework
● Vocabulary, vocabulary, vocabulary
● No background knowledge in the subject
● Too many new concepts
● Texts, tests, notes above English Proficiency 

level
● Too much to write and remember
● Pacing is too fast
● Teacher speaks too fast



Know an EL’s English 
Language 
Proficiency in all four 
domains and 
support accordingly.

Interpreting 
Data -
WiDA

Student 
sample 

score report



Individual Learning Plans

● An Individualized Learning Plan is a document that describes the academic and 
language needs of, and goals for , an English Learner.

● Information available to the classroom teacher:
○ WIDA Assessment Proficiency Level (Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing, and Composite)
○ State & Local Assessment Information
○ Strategies, and accommodations to be implemented in all classes
○ Strategies and accommodations for state assessments
○ Description and schedule of ESL services provided to student
○ Goals for the student
○ Parent, teacher, and student input

● Individual Learning Plans are monitored regularly and adjusted as needed. Teacher 
feedback is an important component of implementation. 



Simple Suggestions from English Learners

● Use verbal and non-verbal cues
● Use simple synonyms along with more difficult vocabulary
● Teach us how to do it (model)
● Repeat in different ways (scaffold)
● Use printing on the board and in notes
● Speak slower
● Use positive reinforcement
● Give us more time to do the work/assignment
● Say it more than one so we get it
● Write it and tell me
● Give me written notes that I can study at home.



Support Strategies for ELLs 

● Hold  ELs to the same high academic standards as all other students..
● Monitor to confirm that ELs have equal access to educational and 

extracurricular opportunities. 
● Solicit community support (interpreters, mentors, bilingual tutors, 

transportation)
● Focus explicitly on building academic language and cultivating English 

language development.
● Track and review multiple measures of progress as an indicators for 

success for ELs. 
● At secondary schools, support teams should work with counselors to provide 

appropriate placements of ELs and flexibility in scheduling when there is 
a need for remediation or accelerated progress. 



Research-based Instructional Strategies 

● Increase wait time or front-load questions.
● Slow down and speak clearly at a normal volume.
● Use simple sentences with beginners.
● Emphasize key academic vocabulary through pre-teaching, 

examples, modelling, and visuals.
● Avoid using idioms and cultural references unless you 

explain.
● Use demonstrations, cues, realia, and photos to communicate.
● Provide feedback (academic and encouragement) often.
● Repeat, review, and summarize



Research-based Instructional Strategies
● Encourage speaking and listening throughout the 

day. 
● Allow small group work with focused instruction that 

supports meaningful interactions.
● Teach strategies consistently

○ Sentence stems
○  Accountable talk - evidence and elaboration
○ Specific reading strategies
○ Graphic organizers, etc.



Research-based Instructional Strategies
● Modify assignments and assessments based on student level of English 

proficiency
○ Use signals (thumbs up, etc) to indicate understanding
○ Eliminate answer options multiple choice items
○ Chunk questions and use related word banks
○ Give ʻeither/orʼ choices
○ Ask students to complete an open ended sentence. 
○ Modify length of writing assignments and provide exemplars that 

demonstrate expectations
○ Modify length of tests to focus on the most important learning

● Find creative ways to assess content knowledge, not language, by allowing 
students to use visuals and graphics (sequenced pictures, labeled diagrams, 
maps, etc.)



Motivation for Diverse Learners:
Meet students at their level of need (ELP) and focus on what they CAN DO to 
insure safety and success.

Scaffold support. (Close Reading, Slower presentation speed,  YouTube Closed Caption) 

Involve their family members.  (utilize trusted interpreters, send photos, utilize Talking 
Points, provide “tool box” of language supports for family)

Help students set goals, both short and long-term.

Work with ESL teacher to further support student.

Celebrate often!

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://talkingpts.org/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1658956743136213&usg=AOvVaw3vmsEAJkGn6g3JcPs15I2U
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://talkingpts.org/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1658956743136406&usg=AOvVaw1tubKsid5e79bhK3yLOJ__


 

TalkingPoints is a non-profit organization solely 
focused on family engagement for families of 
under-resourced, multilingual communities.

Talking Points allows teachers to communicate with non-English speakers in 
their home language via text messages.

These accounts are free to individual teachers. 



Professional Resources Instructional Resources
English Language 

Acquisition Assessment 
https://www.wida.us/

Placement assessment and 
independent practice

https://esl.brainpop.com/

State EL Toolkit
https://www.tn.gov/educat
ion/topic/english-learners

Current events with 
adjustable lexile levels

newsela.com

Advocacy and ESSA 
Information

http://tnedequity.org/

NPR news stories with EL 
scaffold supports

https://listenwise.com/

National Toolkit 
https://www2.ed.gov/abou
t/offices/list/oela/english-l
earner-toolkit/index.html

Writing prompts  with 
listening & speaking support
https://www.writeabout.com/

C & I Support
http://www.colorincolorad

o.org/

NEW!  Text messages 
translated and documented!

https://talkingpts.org/



Next Steps

1. Please sign in to your @unicoischools.com account
2. Click here or copy and paste the link below into your web browser:

https://forms.gle/ZdeHEqBqtcqssGbLA

3. Submit the completed quiz by August 31, 2022 for documentation of 
training.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://forms.gle/1NpgBqAoK8r33kvc9&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1658956743679660&usg=AOvVaw0lp31c9qwGcy7rkYgbTvP9


CAN DO 
Descriptors 

Planning with 
Progression 

in Mind



CAN DO 
Descriptors 

Planning 
with 

Progression 
in Mind
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