
Families in Transition 

The McKinney-Vento Education of Homeless Children and Youth Assistance Act is a federal law that ensures 

immediate enrollment and educational stability for homeless children and youth.  

The McKinney-Vento Act defines homelessness in a way that goes beyond commonly recognized ‘street 

homelessness’. The Act considers anyone who “lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence” as 

being homeless. This definition includes the following situations: 

 Children and youth sharing housing due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason 

 Children and youth living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camp grounds due to lack of alternative 

accommodations 

 Children and youth living in emergency or transitional shelters 

 Children and youth abandoned in hospitals 

 Children and youth whose primary nighttime residence is not ordinarily used as a regular sleeping 

accommodation (e.g. park benches, etc) 

 Children and youth living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus, 

or train stations 

 Migratory Children and youth living in any of the above situations 

 

Under the McKinney-Vento Act parents/unaccompanied homeless youths have rights to: 

 Go to schools, no matter where you live or how long you have lived there 

 Stay in the school that he/she was attending before becoming homeless  
 Enroll in school immediately, even if you do not have all the enrollment documents, such as school and 

medical records 

 Access the same special programs and services that are provided to other children, including special 
education, migrant education and vocational education 

 Receive the same public education that is provided to other children 

Unicoi County Schools Homeless Liaison 

Janet Sutphin 
100 Nolichucky Ave. 

Erwin, TN 37650 
423-743-1600 

sutphinj@unicoischools.com 
 

Tennessee McKinney Vento Coordinator 
Vanessa Waters 
(615) 917-3750 

Vanessa.Waters@tn.gov 
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